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Yes, it really is December and we are still experiencing some challenging 

times. There have been worse years, and on the 7th of December, we will          

remember the horror of what it must have been like during the attack on 

Pearl Harbor.  Our forbearers who lived through WWII are examples we 

should look to when we feel things have gotten out of our control.  Imagine 

all of the sacrifices they made and the losses they endured.  Like that era 

and many others, Americans have what it takes to not only survive, but to 

thrive. We are the examples that our children will look to as times continue 

to be hard.  The contrast is also the marvelous time we are living in with all 

of the options available to us.  It boils down to hard work and attitude,     

finding solutions and helping those who have it harder than us.   Hopefully 

all of you were able to enjoy a peaceful Thanksgiving holiday with your 

loved ones and were able to reflect on what you are thankful for. 

The food drive challenge sponsored by Double R Communications and    

other local businesses was another great success.  Our students collected 

over 20,000 pounds of food! With the help of volunteers throughout the     

community, the food was sorted and ready for distribution to our neediest      

citizens.  Way to go students and volunteers! You always come through. 

We can all employ the smallest gestures of thoughtfulness, kindness and 

surprising others by being there when we are needed the most.                               

          

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Dates to remember:                                                                                                                             
Dec. School and community programs galore!                                                                                      

Dec. 3-16ðòLight the Worldò Giving Machines at City Hall in Safford                                                             

Dec. 7ðPearl Harbor Remembrance Day                                                                                                      

Dec. 8ðFriends of the Library Annual Bake Sale (located in the libraryðSafford)                                                                                             

Dec. 10ðCountry Financial Light Parade Downtown Safford                                                                        

Dec. 14-16ðASBA Annual Conference                                                                                                             

Dec. 25ðChristmas Day                                                                                                                            

Dec.  29-Jan. 1ðGila Valley New Yearôs Balloon Extravaganza                                                                    

Jan. 11-12ðADE Special Education Assistive Technology professional development  4:00 p.m. 



We are also pleased to announce the return of the Early Childhood Coalition meetings!  The purpose of 

the ECC is to bring together our PreK-grade 2 educators to offer networking, support and professional  

development unique to this teaching strand.  In October, we hosted Sarah Skemp who provided an       

excellent presentation on ñBig Emotions Getting Bigger?ò   In January, we will follow this up with our     

partnership with the Safford City/Graham County Library staff by gathering again for another session of    

professional development.  On March 29th, we will offer another music and movement event for the littles 

with Jim Gill.  We will be advertising for the January meeting very soonðbe on the lookout for the save 

the date information!    

Graham/Greenlee Early Childhood Coalition (ECC)  

I am pleased to announce we have begun the sixth year of our ñSupporting and Sustaining Teachersò    

project.  With generous funding from the United Way of Graham and Greenlee  Counties, we  invited our 

new educators to participate in the New Teacher Coalition.  There are two more, of six total sessions left 

this year.  We have provided materials to assist with classroom management, and offered sessions on   

integrating technology and best practices.  We will also be offering information on how to get more dollars  

into your classrooms, and follow the processes for success in educational leadership.   

The New Teacher Coalition meetings will also offer networking opportunities and supports available and 

unique to our profession.  Ultimately, 30-40 new teachers in our two counties will find a whole network of 

support from within their own districts as well as from other teachers and the county offices.  We want to 

attract and retain the best educators for our  students, and our work with the  coalition goes a long way  

toward reaching this goal. If you are new to the profession, have been or are currently hired as a long-term 

sub, new to your school and/or Graham and Greenlee, you are invited to attend!!  Newly hired educators 

will be receiving an invitation to attend our next meeting on Tues. Jan. 24, 2023.  We hope you will be 

able to join us!                                                                                                                                     

Graham/Greenlee New Teacher Coalition (NTC) 
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From Jenn Morales, Superintendent, 

Morenci Unified School District: 

Author Visit - Emma Horrocks -               

The Little Town Where We Mine Copper 

Emma Horrocks is an author who lives in 
Morenci and wrote The Little Town Where 
We Mine Copper.  She was able to         

collaborate with her mom, who is the illustrator.  Emma would love to 
come to local schools and read her book to students if you are         
interested.   Our  Morenci Wildcats loved the visit as they were able 
to connect to the story and were excited to ask questions about the 
process of becoming an author/illustrator.  Please share Emma's  
contact information (emmaforresthorrocks@yahoo.com) with your 
schools to see if they would like to set up a visit.   

mailto:emmaforresthorrocks@yahoo.com
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Arizona Spelling Bee 2023 

Registration is now open! 

The Arizona Spelling Bee is ready to kick-off and Scripps has opened school spelling bee            

registration! Use the link below or visit www.spellingbee.com to register your school with Scripps!  

 

 

    Graham County Spelling BeeðFebruary 8, 2023 

  

          AEFÊ ARIZONA SPELLING BEE 2022-2023  

Deadlines: 

December 30, 2022ð In order to be eligible to compete in the AEFÊ Arizona State 

Spelling Bee and all County and Regional Bees, a student must attend a school that 

has enrolled with Scripps National Spelling Bee. Schools can register now at 

www.spellingbee.com and must be enrolled by December 30, 2022.  

January 30, 2023ðThis is the last day to hold District Bees 

Names must be sent to county or regional coordinators immediately upon           

completing your bee. Graham CountyðMandi Moffett 

February 8, 2023ðGraham County Spelling Bee 

March 18, 2023ðArizona State Spelling Bee 

 

Further information for districts and school coordinators can be found at: 

 

https://www.azedfoundation.org/spelling-bee 

 

Good luck spellers! 
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'Tis the season for parents in search of the  

hottest toy, gadget or stuffed animal for their 

young child.   

 

This year, make the gift-giving experience    

easier. Check out First Things Firstôs             

interactive guide to free or inexpensive gifts 

for babies, toddlers and preschoolers that    

promote learning and language development at                  

FirstThingsFirst.org/giftguide/. 

    

As Arizonaôs early childhood agency, First 

Things First funds early learning, family support 

and childrenôs preventive health services to 

help kids be successful once they enter         

kindergarten. 

 

We give because we love, but itôs easy to get 

caught up in the swirl of shopping (online or in 

person) and go overboard. Try to keep in mind 

that babies, toddlers and preschoolers donôt 

need trendy toys or expensive gadgets.  

 

In fact, the American Academy of Pediatrics 

recommends very simple toys. Things like    

everyday household objects are the best for 

encouraging play and interaction. Thatôs what 

young children really need, because they learn 

and grow through quality time spent talking,  

exploring and playing with adults who love 

them. 

    

Keep in mind, quality time with adults is the 

best gift an infant, toddler or preschooler can  

receive, and books are one of the best, most 
long-lasting gifts for all ages. Daily reading 
helps young kids, even babies, develop         
language skills and increase vocabulary.  This 
is how to create good readers in the future.  
    

First Things First offers our 2022 Guide to the 
Best Gifts for Young Kids. With free and       
low-cost gift options organized by age, each 
section of the interactive gift guide also         
includes a top choice. 

 
See the FTF Gift Guide or the full list of best 
gifts, but in general: 
   

For babies under age 1, look for toys that   
stimulate their senses. Babies are fascinated 
by faces and bright colors. They enjoy playing 
peek-a-boo with people and stuffed animals. 
And itôs never too soon to start sharing books 
with your baby. 
   

For toddlers between 1 and 3 years old, look 
for toys that encourage imagination and         
problem-solving, like books, blocks and pretend 
objects. 
    

For preschoolers age 3 to 5, look for toys that 
engage their developing minds. Things like 
puzzles and art supplies are great. 
    

Above all, keep in mind that quality time with 
you ð playing, talking or reading ð is the best 
gift you can give this holiday season.              
Or anytime.    
____________________________________ 
About First Things First ð As Arizonaôs early childhood    

agency, First Things First funds early learning, family support 
and childrenôs preventive health services to help kids be     
successful once they enter kindergarten. Decisions about how 
to invest early childhood funds are informed by local councils 

staffed by community volunteers. To learn more, visit 
FirstThingsFirst,org. 

Best gifts for children under 5 

https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/giftguide/
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/giftguide/
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/giftguide/
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 Extremely Important Drug Awareness Information 

Several times over the past few months, I have attended trainings and 

meetings where Iôve watched a video titled ñThe Rise of Fentanyl: 

Ethanôs Story.ò  At the last Arizona School Boards Association Annual 

Conference, Ethanôs mother, Dr. Shari Dukes, Director of Student      

Services at JO Combs Unified School District in Pinal County was in the 

room with us.  

All I can say is there are fewer things more heartbreaking than losing a 

child, and fewer things more enraging, than having them taken by drugs.   

The photo of the little packet of jelly beans to the left, represents 5 pills 

which can easily be obtained by our children today.  Two of the five 

could be laced with enough fentanyl to kill a person, as one did to 

Shariôs son Ethan.  All he  wanted to do was get a good nightôs sleep    

before a big day.  He was 16.  

 

     Shari handed each of us in the session one of these little baggies.  It made a huge impact on 

me and I want this story to make a huge impact on you.  Please go to  TalkNowAz.com and 

learn what is going on around us and how you can be more aware and help stop this epidemic.  

    #BeTheInfluence 

     Talk Early. Talk Often. 

       TalkNowAz.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It is equally important that social media is monitored, and monitored 

very closely.  We are very aware of how easy it can be for the wrong  

people to enter the world of a young person.                                            

If a child has access to a device, nothing can or should be                     

taken for granted.   

Inform yourself on ways to protect your child:  

https://www.justice.gov/coronavirus/keeping-children-safe-online 

 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-

life/Media/Pages/Points-to-Make-With-Your-Teen-About-Media.aspx 

 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/ 

 



Professional Development for Elementary Educators  

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE 

All participants receive digital resources and 

a certificate of professional development hours. 

Pre-service teachers are welcome at all programs.  

 

Virtual Events  

Teaching Scarcity and Choices 

Tuesday, January 10 

4:00 - 5:00 pm MT 

Designed especially for K-2 educators, this virtual workshop gives teachers helpful online and face-to-face       

strategies to teach the foundational economic concepts of scarcity and choice. All participants will receive a    

ready-to-implement lesson plan and K-5 classroom teachers will receive a complimentary copy of                       

The Great Fuzz Frenzy. 

        Register  

Teaching Productive Resources & Resource Maps 

Tuesday, January 24 

4:00 - 5:00 pm MT 

In this session, you will discover how to use resource maps to guide Grade 2-3 students in learning about         

productive resources as well as the goods and services that producers create. All participants will receive a    

ready-to-implement lesson plan and K-5 classroom teachers will receive a complimentary copy of How to Make a 

Cherry Pie and See the U.S.A.      Register  

 

An Introduction to Economics in the Elementary Classroom 

On-Demand Module 

*Available until December 31* 

Curious about economics and personal finance in the elementary classroom? Complete this 1-hour professional 

development program on your own schedule. You will learn about the economic way of thinking and fantastic 

classroom-ready instructional materials. Current and pre-service K-5 educators who complete this module will   

receive a certificate of professional development and a childrenôs book. 

Access Module  

UA Office of Economic Education           Thomas R. Brown Foundations 
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https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=2d442bb82d&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=37bd66b08a&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=43a6f0be7d&e=1255ca08ba
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ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE 
All participants receive digital resources and a certificate of professional development hours. 

Pre-service teachers are welcome at all programs.  
 

 An Introduction to Economics in the Elementary Classroom 

On-Demand Module 

Curious about economics and personal finance in the elementary classroom? Complete this         

1-hour professional development program on your own schedule. You will learn about the        

economic way of thinking and fantastic classroom-ready instructional materials. Current and      

pre-service K-5 educators who complete this module will receive a certificate of professional      

development and a childrenôs book. 

Access Module  

An Announcement 

Our mission remains the same, but we've made some changes!  

¶ Secondary PD is moving to a new home - Econiful.  

¶ Econiful membership is free! Apply today. 

¶ Non-members can also attend PD events.  

Read more about the change here. 

 

Are you an administrator in Southern Arizona? 

OEE is available to work with schools and districts to design virtual or in-person professional     
development, for both elementary and secondary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Become a Member 

Professional Development for Elementary Educators 

https://brownfoundations.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=52e1969b40&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=a2a63826ad&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=f4a3494f7f&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=f4a3494f7f&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=d5014d2a93&e=1255ca08ba
https://arizona.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac981283a0cfc78c952a09dca&id=50abfc89ca&e=1255ca08ba
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Deck the Halls with...Economics! 

December 6, 2022  

4:00 p.m.ð6:00 p.m. 

Keep your students enthralled through the end of the semester by helping them see the 
connections between economic concepts and the behaviors associated with winter        

holidays. All attendees will receive ready-to-use classroom resources and three Econiful 
Members will win a $50 gift card.   

     

    Register 

 

с 9Ŏƻƴ .ƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ сл aƛƴǳǘŜǎ  

December 8, 2022 

4:00 p.m.ð6:00 p.m. 

 No time to read during the academic year? We have six excellent contenders for your 
winter break reading list. In this all-new edition of 6 Econ Books in 60 Minutes you will 
learn about titles that promise to strengthen your content knowledge and enrich your       
instruction. All Econiful members will receive a complimentary book of their choice.  

                                                                                                    
   Register  

 
 

9Ŏƻƴ DŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ wŜǘǊƛŜǾŀƭ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

On-Demand Module / 60 minutes 

Access new low-tech classroom games to engage your students. These games combine research-based 

learning strategies with a bit of low-stakes competition to promote mastery of essential economic     

concepts. The first 25 Econiful members to complete this on-demand module will receive a                 

complimentary package of color cardstock for game card creation!  

Read More  
 

Creating Effective Presentations 
 

January 5, 2023 
 

Meet the Econiful Curriculum 
 

January 12, 2023 
 

Spring 2023 Book Club 
January 18, 2023 

[ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

[ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=21&tracking_id=3916:154731:e90ac4a3-58df-4424-800f-3ccf85c0f3a4&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.glueup.com%2Fevent%2F6-econ-books-in-60-minutes-66159%2F&ts=1667337485&ps=L2lBcytGdy9COE1LcnhJVU1Lc0xwUD
https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=5&tracking_id=3916:157490:eb611bec-3e25-4cdd-93fa-fa2b0422b541&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.org%2Fdemand-modules&ts=1668540318&ps=RjFBak1pWXArQXhQSWMzdnpieWVFUlJYVEluSnlPVkRaOTNYWkxEVjlPeFFGQmpiZ0d
https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=7&tracking_id=3916:157490:eb611bec-3e25-4cdd-93fa-fa2b0422b541&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.org%2Fmembership&ts=1668540318&ps=RjFBak1pWXArQXhQSWMzdnpieWVFU05FNG5HSjVZZTBqY2pXQnJJVzhmVXEwcjFXR3Y4VUd
https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=18&tracking_id=3916:154731:e90ac4a3-58df-4424-800f-3ccf85c0f3a4&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.glueup.com%2Fevent%2F66087&ts=1667337485&ps=L2lBcytGdy9COE1LcnhJVU1Lc0xwUDlqUU1xKzF1a1hFOG8rV3F4NGZIdFp6
https://econiful.glueup.com/track/rd?type=campaign&lid=22&tracking_id=3916:154731:e90ac4a3-58df-4424-800f-3ccf85c0f3a4&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Feconiful.glueup.com%2Fevent%2F66159&ts=1667337485&ps=L2lBcytGdy9COE1LcnhJVU1Lc0xwUDlqUU1xKzF1a1hFOG8rV3F4NGZIdjRr
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The EAC Discovery Park is here to help you with fun, safe, and educational 

STEM field trips!  
 

Choose from four lessons;  

Biodiversity, Archaeology, Astronomy, and Matter & Energy,! 

 EACôs Discovery Park can assist you with enhancing your STEM instruction! 

 

For more information, please contact Monica Clarine at:  EAC Discovery Park 928-428-6260  

email:  monica.clarine@eac.edu 
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News from Heather Pace, Executive Director,                                     

Arizona Association for Gifted and Talented (AAGT)  

 

AAGT Parent Night with SENG 

"The Impact of Trauma in Gifted Children and Strategies to              

Support Themò 

         January 11, 2023 

 

                AAGT 49th Annual Conference - Tapping Into Talent 

                                    January 11-12, 2023    

        

             https://arizonagifted.org/events/  
    

ñʌʔǱǸɅʌ ÿǍȺǸɅʌ ñțɐʭǪǍɾǸ 
       ÿǍɳ uɅʌɐ ĥɐʔɶ ÿǍȺǸɅʌṠ 

ğțǍʌ ʭǸ ǍɶǸ ȺɐɐȶȡɅȓ ȒɐɶṤ 
 

Anything and everything your student/child is talented at including: 

¶ Musical acts including playing instruments or singing 

¶ Dance numbers 

¶ Sports videos 

¶ Coding projects 

¶ STEM Projects 

¶ Writing Samples 

¶ Dramatic Acts 

¶ Standup Comedy 

¶ Art pieces including paintings, sketches, pottery, photography, wood work, metal work, 
etc.                                                       And more! 

!!gÿ ĞȡɶʌʔǍȺ ÿǍȺǸɅʌ ñțɐʭǪǍɾǸ ᶰᶮᶰᶱ gʔȡǱǸȺȡɅǸɾ 
¶ Videos of talents should be no more than 2 minutes in length. 

¶ All performers are restricted to one act only due to the volume of acts expected.  Acts can be performed 
as a single act or group act. 

¶ No act or music with inappropriate lyrics, gestures or costume is allowed. 

¶ The playlist order of the Talent Showcase will reflect a mix of different types of talents and grades and will 
not be based on level of performance/quality. 

By participating in the talent show you/your child agrees to being on the AAGT YouTube channel, Facebook 
page, website and newsletters. 

Submissions will be accepted through December 30, 2022 
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Free Professional Development in Dec. and Jan.! 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ Dec. 12, 2022 to Jan. 6, 2023.  

 

Each year, we empower and inspire you with new video presentations as well as access to 80+ 

presentations from previous summits.  

You can get FREE certificates for professional development credits and even personalized PD 

graduate credit (click here to learn how). 

 

 

Are you interested in volunteering? 

How About Joining the ñVò List? 
 

Would you be interested in volunteering for library events?  

When the staff hosts larger programs, they are often looking for volunteers. 

  

You would only need to volunteer for the event if you are available and interested that day. 

 

The library is creating a roster of willing individuals the staff could contact when an event is        

approaching. Programs could include Dinosaur Day, Halloween Carnival, Block Party, etc. Fun, 

fun,  fun!  

 

If you are willing to be added to the ñVò roster, please call the library at (928) 432-4165 or stop by 

the circulation desk.  The staff will be happy to alert Victoria or Lesley of your interest.  

Thank you!! 
 

 

Assistive Technology Opportunities in January! 

We will be hosting two afternoons with the Assistive           

Technology Department experts from the Arizona Department 

of Education.  Save the Dates: January 11th and 12th from 

4:00 to  6:00 p.m. (No worries about getting a sub!) 

Links to ADEôs registration portal will be sent to each school 

very soon. 

Special Education teachers, directors, and paraprofessionals 

are all invited and encouraged to attend this FREE opportunity.  
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 ASTA Science Times Circular 
   

The Arizona Science Teachers Association (ASTA) is a statewide professional teacher              
organization whose mission is to inspire, engage, and support science teachers in preparing 
STEM learners for success. 

  
Twice a year, Arizona Science Teachers Association (ASTA) publishes the SCIENCE TIMES  
CIRCULAR that provides information about science, technology, engineering, and math education 
to teachers and community members. Click here to enjoy the Fall issue of the ASTA Science 
Times Circular.  

  
This issue contains a variety of articles ranging from how to support students from diverse      
backgrounds to celebrating science teachers.   
  
The articles within this issue include: 
 
¶ It Takes Two 
¶ Message from ASTA President 
¶ International Space Settlement Design Competition 
¶ 3 Ways to Cultivate Creativity 
¶ American Meteorological Society Education Program 
¶ Making a Difference 
¶ Science Standards Update 
¶ More Than an Award - A PD Event 
¶ ASTA Deeper Dive 
¶ STEM Teaching Tool #56:  Engaging Students in Computational Thinking/Science                
Investigations 

¶ Does This Count as Work? 
¶ Meet ASTA Directors 
¶ Message from ASTA Executive Director 

  
Thank you for supporting education! 

ASTA Board of Directors 
  
  

Our mailing address is: 
 

Arizona Science Teachers Association 
Flandrau Science Center & Planetarium 
1601 E University Blvd., PO Box 210091 

Tucson, Az 85721-0091 


